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Craigslist Allstars is an exploration of intimacy
between strangers, and all the different

forms desire and human connection can take.
Funny, disturbing, moving and honest -- The
power relationship between artist and subject,
man and woman, seductor and seductee

is turned on its head again and again,

and because Elagoz refuses to editorialise,
Craigslist Allstars becomes a confounding
portrait of contemporary sexual mores, mas-
culinity, femininity and everything in between.
As much a litmus test on your views on these
issues as it is a breath taking film in its own
right, Craigslist Allstars demands to be seen.

Marijn Lems, dramaturge
Het Huis Utrech, 2016

The film itself is a masterpiece in
improvisation, and manages to explore not
only what happens in a first meeting between
two strangers, but also how adding a camera
and capturing that encounter in real-time
affects the level of intimacy and pace. As
Elagoz puts it, “When you put two strangers
in front of a camera, you tend to skip hand-
shakes.”

What is most refreshing about Elagoz and her
work is not just its naked honesty, but also its
ability to candidly subvert the narrative of
being a woman captured and portrayed by

a man. Even though Elagoz flips the camera
on her male subjects rather than controlling
them, she gives them the very freedom of
agency that their female counterparts are
often not allowed when the situation is
reversed. While it turned out that most of her
subjects chose to be depicted in some sexual
way or another, Elagoz explains that it was
always their choice to do so.

In spite of this, Elagoz explains the
repercussions of adding a sexual element to
her film: “It seems to be very difficult for many
people to see women as being self-deciding,”
she says. “You know we see all kinds of sex in
movies and when it’s a man portraying women
it’s fine, but when women are kind of showing
it to you with an element of agency, it’s sort of
threatening, or a bit dangerous.”

Thalia Galasko
superbalist.com
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Samira Elagoz NETHERLANDS/FINLAND
Craigslist Allstars (Film und Talk)

Durch Craigslist, ein international aktives
Internetnetzwerk, arrangiert Samira Elagoz
persdnliche one-on-one Treffen mit Mdnnern
in drei verschiedenen Stddten. Das Set-up ist
einfach: Sie bring eine Kamera, und filmt, wie
sie sich kennenlernen. Jedes Treffen ist direkt,
real und nicht inszeniert.

Craigslist ist ein digitaler Gliicksbeutel. Jeder
kann irgendetwas posten: von Immobilien-
angeboten bis Stellenbewerbungen. Und
natiirlich findet man alle méglichen Varianten
des Mann-sucht-Frau-Szenarios. Samira
Elagoz hat Craigslist benutzt, um eine ganze
Schar Mdnner kennenzulernen, unter anderem
einen Zauberkiinstler, einen sadistischen
Videokiinstler und einen soft-core Porno-
regisseur. Sie filmt ihre ersten Begegnungen
in einem direkten und transparenten cinema-
vérité Stil, der fiir die YouTube Generation

auf den neuesten Stand gebracht wurde.

Sie bezeichnet sich selbst als Verhaltens-
forscherin, ist aber keineswegs eine objektive
und leidenschaftslose Beobachterin. Tatséch-
lich ist sie verfiihrerisch und geht Risiken ein.
Manchmal entsteht eine Beziehung, aber viel
haufiger kommt es zu bedngstigenden Situa-
tionen, in denen unter der Oberflache Gewalt
schlummert. Es macht wenig Unterschied, in
welchem Teil der Welt ihre Protagonisten leben
- sie sind alle auf irgendeine Weise einsam.
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Through Craigslist, an internationally active
internet network, Samira Elagoz arranges
one-on-one meetings with a wide variety of
men in three different cities. The set up is
simple - she brings a camera, and films how
they get to know each other. Every encounter
is real and unscripted.

Craigslist is a digital grab bag. Anyone is
allowed to post anything there: from house
sales ads to job applications. And of course
there are all sorts of variations on the “man
seeks woman” theme. Samira Elagoz used
Craigslist to meet a veritable cavalcade of
men, including a magician, an exhibitionist,
sadist video artist and a soft-core porn
director. She films her first encounters in

a candid and transparent cinema vérité
style that has been updated for the YouTube
generation. She describes herself as a
behavioral researcher, but is by no means
an objective and dispassionate observer.

In reality, she is enticing and risk-taking.
Sometimes a relationship develops, but the
more frequent outcome is a slightly fearful
situation with violence simmering under the
surface. It makes little difference in which
part of the world her subjects are living - they
are all lonely in some way, shape or form.

Beratung Jeanette Groenendaal, Bruno Listopad
Unterstiitzt von The Finnish Cultural Foundation,

Blooom Award und SNDO
Dauer 65 min

Film fiir Personen unter 18 Jahren nicht geeignet!
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Biografie / Biography

geboren 1989 in Helsinki,

ist eine finnisch-dgyptische
Klinstlerin und lebt derzeit

in Amsterdam. 2016 schloss
sie den Bachelor fir
Choreografie an der SNDO

/ Universitat der Kiinste in
Amsterdam ab. 2014 gewann
sie den Blooom Award in K&ln
fur ihren ersten Kurzfilm Four
Kings. Ihre Performance/
Dokumentation Cock, Cock..
Who’s There? wurde 2014 mit
dem André Veltkamp Award
ausgezeichnet. lhr erster
Langfilm Craigslist Allstars
hatte seine Premiere am IDFA
International Documentary
Film Festival Amsterdam, dem
gréBten Dokumentarfilm-
festival der Welt, und war 2017
im Hauptbewerb fiir Beste
Internationale Dokumentation
am CPH:DOX Copenhagen
International Documentary
Film Festival nominiert. In
diesem Jahr ist sie auBerdem
flir den BNG Bank Nieuwe
Theatermakersprijs nominiert,
ein Preis flir den oder die
vielversprechendste(n)
Theatermacher_in in den
Niederlanden.

born in 1989 in Helsinki,

is a Finnish/Egyptian

artist currently based in
Amsterdam. She graduated
as a choreography BA from
the Amsterdam University of
the Arts in 2016. In 2014
Elagoz won the visual art
competition Blooom Award in
Cologne with her first short
film Four Kings. In 2016 her
performance/documentary
Cock, Cock.. Who’s There?
won the André Veltkamp
Award. In 2017 her first
feature Craigslist Allstars pre-
miered at IDFA International
Documentary Film Festival of
Amsterdam, world’s biggest
documentary festival and
was nominated 2017 for the
main competition for best
international documentaries
at CPH:DOX, Copenhagen
International Documentary
Film Festival. This year she is
nominated for the BNG Bank
Nieuwe Theatermakersprijs,
prize for the most promising
young theatre maker in the
Netherlands.

www.samiraelagoz.com



